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would encourage students in places
like Tuba City, AZ, or Shiprock, NM,
who want to make important contribu-
tions to their community, to look at
the example set by this courageous
young woman and consider partici-
pating in Futures for Children.

Mr. President, the fact is that at 22,
Private Lori Piestewa was, herself,
still a young person. But her belief in
service and her sense of duty went well
beyond her years. Hers is a life of
which her family and, indeed, all Na-
tive Americans can be extremely
proud. The prayers of a grateful nation
go out to her family and friends at this
very difficult time.

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CHAMBLISS). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

—————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

———————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF JEFFREY S. SUT-
TON, OF OHIO, TO BE UNITED
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR
THE SIXTH CIRCUIT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
go to executive session to resume con-
sideration of Executive Calendar No.
32, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Jeffrey S. Sutton, of Ohio, to
be United States Circuit Judge for the
Sixth Circuit.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I am
pleased that today we are considering
the nomination of Jeffrey Sutton to
serve on the Sixth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals. The Judiciary Committee had an
opportunity to listen to Mr. Sutton an-
swer questions a few months ago in
what turned out to be a very lengthy
hearing. Probably 60 to 70 percent of
the questions asked during the 9%-hour
hearing were directed at Mr. Sutton.
Those of you who heard this testimony,
my colleagues who had the opportunity
to hear it or who maybe had the oppor-
tunity to review the transcript of that
hearing, will no doubt attest to Mr.
Sutton’s keen intellect, his even tem-
perament, and the depth of his legal
knowledge. These attributes dem-
onstrate why Jeffrey Sutton is one of
the finest appellate lawyers in the
United States today, and why he will
be an excellent Federal judge.

Mr. Sutton’s legal and life experi-
ences have been extensive. He spent the
first part of his life living abroad. The
Sutton family remained abroad until a
couple of years before Mr. Sutton
started high school. They returned to
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the States because his father took over
a boarding school for children with se-
vere cerebral palsy. For over 6 years,
Jeff spent much of his time around the
school doing odd jobs for his dad. He
was deeply affected by this experience
and by the interactions he had with
these students. It reinforced what he
had been taught by his parents, that
serving others is an important calling
and virtue.

Mr. Sutton attended Williams Col-
lege where he was a Lehman Scholar
and varsity soccer player. He grad-
uated with honors in history. After col-
lege, from 1985 to 1987, Mr. Sutton
taught 7th grade geography and 10th
grade history while also serving as the
coach of a high school varsity soccer
team and a middle school baseball
team.

From there, he went on to law school
and graduated first in his class from
The Ohio State University College of
Law, where he served as an editor of
the Law Review. Mr. Sutton then
clerked for Judge Thomas Meskill on
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sec-
ond Circuit. From this position, he
went on to clerk for two U.S. Supreme
Court justices—retired Justice Lewis
Powell and Justice Antonin Scalia.

From 1995 to 1998, Mr. Sutton was the
State Solicitor of Ohio, which is the
State’s top appellate lawyer.

During his service, the National As-
sociation of Attorneys General pre-
sented him with the Best Brief Award
for practicing in the U.S. Supreme
Court—a recognition he received an un-
precedented four years in a row.

Jeff Sutton is currently a partner in
the Columbus law firm of Jones, Day,
Reavis & Pogue. He is a member of the
Columbus Bar Association, the Ohio
Bar Association, and the American Bar
Association. He also has been an ad-
junct professor of law at The Ohio
State University College of Law since
1994, where he teaches seminars on
Federal and State constitutional law.

Every lawyer who knows Jeff Sutton
already knows he is one of the best
lawyers in the country. Recently, The
American Lawyer confirmed this by
rating him one of its ‘45 under 45—
that is, they named him as one of the
top 45 lawyers in the country under the
age of 45.

He has appeared frequently in court,
having argued 12 cases before the U.S.
Supreme Court, where he has a 9 and 3
record. In the Supreme Court’s 2000-
2001 term, Mr. Sutton argued four
cases—that’s more cases than any
other private practitioner in the coun-
try. Can you imagine preparing to
argue one case before the Supreme
Court, much less four? Mr. Sutton, by
the way, won all four cases.

Mr. Sutton also has argued twelve
cases before the Ohio Supreme Court,
six cases before various U.S. Courts of
Appeals, and numerous cases before the
State and Federal trial courts. And,
over the years, Mr. Sutton has been the
lawyer for a range of clients on a wide
range of issues.
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Some of these cases were quite well
known and at least one of them has al-
ready been raised in debate here on the
Floor. For example, he represented the
State of Ohio in City of Boerne v. Flo-
res, the State of Florida in Kimel v.
Florida Board of Regents, and the
State of Alabama in University of Ala-
bama v. Garrett.

While many of the cases that he has
argued are well known, I would like to
take this opportunity to tell my col-
leagues about some of his lesser-known
cases. Jeff Sutton represented Cheryl
Fischer, a blind woman who was denied
admission to a State-run medical
school in Ohio because of her dis-
ability.

He also represented the National Co-
alition of Students with Disabilities in
a lawsuit alleging that Ohio univer-
sities were violating the Federal
“motor voter’” law by failing to provide
their disabled students with voter-reg-
istration materials.

Jeff Sutton also defended Ohio’s mi-
nority set-aside statute against con-
stitutional attack, and in another case
he filed an amicus brief in the Ohio Su-
preme Court defending Ohio’s hate-
crimes statute on behalf of the NAACP,
the Anti-Defamation League, and an
assortment of other civil-rights groups.
As this sampling of cases makes evi-
dent, Mr. Sutton has represented a va-
riety of clients in the course of his ca-
reer as an appellate lawyer. I think it
is important for Senators to remember
this fact as we consider Mr. Sutton’s
nomination.

In addition to his professional work
as a lawyer, Jeff Sutton has found an
extraordinary amount of time to give
back to his community. Between a de-
manding law practice and spending
time with his wife Peggy and their
three young children—Margaret, John,
and Nathaniel—Mr. Sutton serves on
the Board of Trustees of the Equal Jus-
tice Foundation, a non-profit provider
of legal services to disadvantaged indi-
viduals and groups, including the dis-
abled. He has spent considerable time
doing free legal work, averaging be-
tween 100 and 200 hours per year. He is
an elder and deacon in the Pres-
byterian Church, as well as a Sunday
school teacher.

He participates in numerous other
community activities, including ‘I
Know I Can,” which provides college
scholarships to inner-city children, and
ProMusica, a chamber music organiza-
tion. He also coaches youth soccer and
basketball teams.

In conclusion, when considering Jeff
Sutton’s nomination, I encourage the
Senate to consider his broad range of
life experiences, as well as his stellar
legal background. I also urge my col-
leagues to take into account his testi-
mony and the very straightforward
way that he answered the many ques-
tions posed to him during his confirma-
tion hearing. He has been straight-
forward, and he has been frank with
our committee. Finally, I encourage
the Senate to consider Mr. Sutton’s as-
tute characterization of the role of a
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